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From : UGC
To : registrar@uou.ac.in

Dear Sir,

Please Find Attachment.

With Regards

Section Officer

Distance Education Bureau
University Grants Commission

35 Feroze Shah Road, New Delhi - 110001

Attachment : View Attachment
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UMNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

DISTAMCE EDUCATION BUREAU
Ministry of Edpcation, Govt, of India
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Speed-Post/E-mail
F. No. 36-2/2026(DERB-NR) June, 2026

The Registrar

Uttrakhand Open University
Teenapni Bvpass,

Near Transport Nagar,
MNainital, Uttrakhand-263139
Email: regstrarguou.acin

Subject: Clarification regarding enrolment of Nepali learners in QDL
programmes at Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani, Uttarakhand.

Madam /Sir,

With reference to your letter No. UOU/VCO/14/622/1050 dated
21.01.2026 on the subject cited above, 1 am directed to inform you that, in
accordance with your request, the matter was referred to the Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delhi for its comments.

In response, the Ministry has informed that the matter was examined in
consultation with the Embassy of India, Kathmandu. It has been clarified that
the restriction imposed by the University Granis Commission primarily pertains
to the issuance of student visas to foreign nationals seeking admission to Open
and Distance Learning (ODL} programmes. However, under the existing bilateral
arrangements between the Governments of India and Nepal, Nepali nationals are
not required to obtain a visa for travel to India {copy enclosed).

Accordingly, in view of the special bilateral relationship between India and
Nepal, HEI may enrol Nepali learners in duly recognized ODL programmes,

This is for your information & necessary action.

ithfully,

(Dr. Nand Kishorj
Under Secretans
Encl: As above
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI
F.No EII/327/05/2023 02 june, 2026
To,
Dr. Madhukar Maruti Waware
The Jolnt Secretary

Distance Education Bureau, UGC
35, Feroze Shah Road, New Delhi-110001

Sub: Regarding enrolment of Nepali learners in Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
Programme-reg.

Sir/Madam,

Reference is invited to UGC's Letter No. F.NO. 36.2/2026(DEE-NR) dated
20.04.2026 (enclosed) wherein 2 clarification regarding enrolment of Nepali learners in
Open and Distance Learning (ODL) programmes was sought from this Ministry.

2. It was mentioned In the letter that in accordance with UGC (ODL Programmes
and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2020 and provisions of Chapter 15.1 of Visa
Manual, UGC has restricted enrolment of learners residing outside the territorial
jurisdiction limits of India/foreign nationals in 0L mode.

3. The matter was examined in consultation with the Embassy of India in
Kathmandu. It is submitted that the restriction imposed by UGC primarily pertains to the
issuance of student visa to foreign natonals enrolled in ODL programmes. However,
under the bilateral arrangements between India and Nepal, Nepall nationals do not need
a visa to travel to India.

4. Considering our special relationship with Nepal, this Ministry recommends that
UGC may aliow HEI to enroll Nepalese learners in ODL programme, subject to the
eondition that such programmes are duly recognized by the relevant regulatory
authorities, Including the University Grant Commission of Nepal for equivalence

PUrposes.
Yours sincerely,

Aot AL .

{Anand Shankar)

Deputy Secretary(North)
Tel: 011-23086803

Email: usnorth@mea.gov.in



UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMBMISSION
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Phig. 031 DEKMETE ERE

Speed-Post/E-mail
F. No. 36-2/2026(DEE-NR) April, 2026

The Joint Secretary, (North)
Ministry of External Affairs
Government of India

South Block, Raisina Hill
New Delhi - 110011

20 APR 2078

Subject: Clarification regarding enrolment of MNepali Learners in QDL
programmes in the Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani, Uttarakhand.

Madam /Sir,

With reference to the subject cited above, I am to inform you that UGE-
DEB has received a letter from Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani,
Uttarakhand regarding the enrolment of Nepali Learners in ODL programines
{copy attached).

The University Grants Commission — Distance Education Bureau {(UGC-
DEB) gives rccognition to Higher Educational Institutions {HEls) for offering
programmes through ODL and Online modes as per provision of UGC [ODL
Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2020, which is available on
the UGC wehbsite i.c https://deb.ugc.acin/, However, Regulation 23(3} of the
UGC {ODL Programmes and Online Programmes] Regulations, 2020 stipulates
as under:

“A Learner residing in any part of the Country may enroll in any programime
being offered by a Higher Educational Instifution recognised by the Commission
for affering programre under Open and Distance Learning mode prowided that the
Higher Educational Institution shall conduct all activities such as admissions,
contact programmes, examinations ele. for learner strictly within the territorial
jurisdiction of the Higher Educational Institution as specified in these
regiulations. .. ”

Based on the above, the UGC also izsued a Public Notice vide F, No. 12-
1/2024(DEB-I) dated 26" April 2024 regarding non-enrolment of foreign
nationals in ODL Programmes [copy attached).



It iz also mentioned that as per the provision in Chapter 15.1 of Visa
Manual, the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, Student Visa cannot be

issued to foreign nationals sponsored by franchise educational institutes
running off-campus centres, Study Centres of Open University offering distance

learning programmes which is as under:

"Wo Student Visa will be igsued fo foreign nationals sponsored by franchise
Educational Institutes running off-campus centres, Study Centre of Open
Universities offering distance leaming programmes, educational Institutes running
“outreach” programmes and offering courses without any statufory sanchion from
reguilatory authorities”

Accordingly, enrolment under the ODL mode is restricted to learners
residing outside the territorial jurisdiction limits of India, and enrolment of
foreign nationals is not permitted.

[t is pertinent to mention here that as per the 1950 Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, between both countries i.e. India-Nepal, which allows citizens from
both nations to move freely, live, work, and own property without visas or
passports. Furter, the University has also made a request under above reference.

In view of the above, the UGC has sought clarification about any exception
or special consideration may be applicable in such cases or we may allow the
HE! to consider the admissions of the Nepal Learners under UGE QDL

PTrOgramme.
An early reply is highly solicited.

Yours sincerely,

G

—

———
{Dr. Madhukar Maruti Waware)
Joint Secretary
Encl: As above
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Prof. Manish R. Joshi |Ministry of Educofion, Govt, of Indk|
Secrelany
F. No. 12-1202 4DFE RB-1) 26 April 202406 e 1946

PUBLIC NOTICE

Noa-caralment of forcign nationals in Open and Distanee Learning (ODL) Programmes as per
UGC (ODL Programmes and Online P rogrammes) Regulalions, 2020

LGC bas vonfied the Elniversiy Grants Commission (Cipen and Distanee Learning Programmis and
Unline Programmes) Regulations, 2020 on 4% September, 2020, Sibsequently, amendments have been
niified in the Principal Regulation an 1% duly, 2021 and 18™ Juby, 2002, A copy of the regulationg is
available a1 hiips:deb goe acing.

Regulations 23 (3) of LGC (ODL Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulatons, 2020 mnder
heading Leamer centric provisions stipulates as under: -

(3 Learner's envalment {for Opon and Distance Learwlng model: A Ledvoer residing in any
part of the Cowtry meay enrall in amy progranme betng offered by o Higher Educationa
Insiitution recognised by the Conemisvion for affering programaw wnder Cpen and Fisiunce
Leerning mode provided that the Higher Educational Trstituiton shall corsdiecd all achiviiies
SHUA a5 GdEISSOns, CORAN! progrontmes. excminaions e o fearmer stricily within e
ferrilorial jurisdiceion of the Higher Educational fnsiitution e specified in these regulations,,, "

Further, Ministry of Home Affairs, Gowvt. of India hag mformed that Studént Yise cannot be issued o
foreign nationals sponsarcd by Fanchise Educational Instiuics rinning off-campues centres, Study
Centres of Open University offering disiance learning programmes. The provision in Chepter 15,1 of
Visa Manual is 25 under -

“No Stsdent Visa will be feoved to Sorelgn netionals sponsored by franchive Educational
Institutes ruming offcanpuy cenres, Stady Centre af Open Universities affering distance
learning programmes, sducational Jnsiies riining  Conitreach " programmmes angd offering
COUFSEs Wilhow any stelurory sanclion from regolatory antfoeites”

tn wicw af the above, HEI: recognizedfentitled 1o offer ODL pregrammes are directed not to enroll any
forsign nationals in Open and Distance Learning (DL} programmes. Accordingly, only learner
residing in India may be enrolled in QUL programmes in complignee to the lerritorial jurizdiction for all
the activities of leamer as defined in Amnexuse-lll of UGC (ODL Programmes and  Online

: ; 20020,
Programmes) Repulations, 2020 @—-
i

(Manizh Joshi)

SEGUTE W W, % FEei-11e002 | Bohodur Shoh Zofer Marg, Kew Delhi- 110002
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