PROJECT GUIDELINES

(MAHR-510)
MAXIMUM MARKS-100

MASTER'S PROGRAMME IN HUMAN RIGHTS

Suggested Areas of Research
Students may select one of the following themes or propose a topic with the approval of the
project supervisor:

Public Interest Litigation and Human Rights
Right to Equality and Anti-Discrimination
Children's Rights

Freedom of Speech and Expression
Freedom of Religion or Belief

Privacy and Digital Rights

Environmental and Climate Justice
Labour Rights and Human Rights
LGBTQIA+ Rights Litigation

Custodial Violence and Prisoners' Rights
Access to Justice as a Human Right
Business and Human Rights

Human Trafficking and Victims' Rights
Socio-economic Rights

Health Rights

Education Rights

Students may also conduct comparative studies involving domestic and international
jurisdictions.

Scope of the Project

The project should include:

Historical development of the selected right
Constitutional and statutory framework
International and regional human rights instruments
Critical analysis

Emerging challenges

Comparative perspectives (where applicable)
Recommendations policy reforms

Research Methodology

Students should primarily adopt doctrinal legal research. Where appropriate, empirical
methods such as interviews, questionnaires, or case studies may be incorporated with prior
approval of the supervisor.

Recommended sources include:

Constitutions

Statutes

Judicial decisions

International treaties and conventions



Reports of international organizations
Government reports

Law Commission reports

Academic books

Peer-reviewed journal articles

NGO reports

Official databases

Suggested Structure of the Project

Chapter 1
Introduction

Background

Statement of the Problem
Research Questions
Objectives

Scope

Research Methodology
Literature Review
Limitations

Chapter 2
Legal and Conceptual Framework

Concept of Human Rights
Evolution of Human Rights
Constitutional Framework
International Human Rights

Chapter 3
Judicial Framework and Case Law

National Courts

Regional Human Rights Courts
International Human Rights Mechanisms
Landmark Judgments

Chapter 4
Critical Analysis

Issues and Challenges

Effectiveness of Litigation

Comparative Analysis

Role of Civil Society

Role of National Human Rights Institutions

Chapter 5
Findings and Recommendations

Major Findings
Conclusions

Policy Recommendations
Future Directions

Expected Length

60-70 A4 pages (excluding bibliography and appendices)

In English:- Font -Times New Roman, 12-point
In Hindi:-  Front —Unicode 14 -point



e Line Spacing: 1.5
e Margins: 1 inch on all sides
Citation Style and Academic Integrity
e Students should consistently follow the citation styles, APA (7th Edition)
Footnotes should be used where appropriate.
Submit original work.
Properly acknowledge all sources.
Avoid plagiarism, fabrication, and falsification.
Maintain confidentiality where empirical data are collected.
Comply with institutional ethical standards.
Any plagiarism beyond the permissible institutional limit (max up to 10%) may result in
rejection of the project.

Evaluation Criteria

Component Weightage
Selection and relevance of topic 10%
Literature review 15%
Research methodology 10%
Critical analysis 25%
Case law analysis 15%
Critical thinking and originality 15%

Presentation, language, and referencing 10%

Suggested Deliverables
Students should submit:
o Project proposal to the selected supervisor and after the approval will start his project
under the guidance of the supervisor
e Final project report submission 17 August 2026 at the Department

Recommended Research Practices
Students are suggested to:
e Use primary legal sources wherever possible.
o Analyze recent judicial decisions alongside landmark precedents.
e Incorporate comparative and interdisciplinary perspectives.
« Critically evaluate the social impact of litigation, including access to justice,
implementation challenges, and judicial accountability.
o Present balanced arguments supported by authoritative legal sources and scholarly
literature

Supervisor: - 1. Ms Swati Upadhyay swatiupadhyay@uou.ac.in
2. Ms Anshu Joshi anshujoshi@uou.ac.in



