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National Webinar on Emerging Perspectives of Water-based Tourism in
India: Special focus on Sacred River Ganga

Organized by

Department of Tourism
Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani

The Department of Tourism, Uttarakhand Open University organised a National
Webinar on “Emerging Perspectives of Water-Based Tourism in India: Special focus on the
Sacred River Ganga” on 22nd September, 2021. The webinar featured eminent tourism
academicians as experts from the various reputed universities across India.

The webinar was hosted by Dr. Akhilesh Singh,
programme coordinator, Department of
Tourism, Uttarakhand Open University, who
started the webinar with an opening remark.
Dr. Neeraj Kumar Joshi, programme
coordinator, Department of Sanskrit,
performed the Manglacharan. Professor R.C.
Mishra, Director, School of Tourism,
Hospitality and Hotel Management (STHHM),
Uttarakhand Open University, Haldwani,

delivered the welcome address for the Professor R. C. Mishra

webinar. Director
School of Tourism, Hospitality and
Hotel Management



Prof. Manjula Chaudhary, Department of Tourism and Hotel Management and Dean
Academic Affairs, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana and former Director of
Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management (IITTM) was the chief guest of the
webinar. In her keynote address, she had highlighted the importance of the sacred River
Ganga for India and mentioned that we can save River Ganga only when people have full faith
in their Rivers. Further, she also highlighted that there is a need to identify some new
destinations to start water-based adventure sports activities.

Prof. Nimit Chowdhary, Department of Tourism & Hospitality Management (DTHM),
Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi, the guest speaker of the programme said that if any outsider
wants to understand India then he must travel the cities which are located on the banks of the
River Ganga.

Prof. Sampad Kumar Swain, Department of Tourism Studies, Pondicherry University,
Pondicherry, the other guest speaker of the webinar, pointed out that River Ganga has been a
cradle of many civilizations, we have
been using the water and other
resources of the River Ganga for
generations and now the time has come
when it is utmost important to utilise the
resources in a very thoughtful manner
so that sustainable development goals
can be achieved on time. He also

appreciated the efforts made by the

present government, which is working Prof. S. K. Gupta, Director
in the right direction in the revival of Center for Mountain Tourism and Hospitality
the River Ganga. Studies, HNBGU, Srinagar, Uttarakhand

Prof. S. K. Gupta, Director, Centre for Mountain Tourism and Hospitality Studies,
(CMTHS), Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University (HNBGU), Uttarakhand, was the
last guest speaker of the webinar, who
underlined that Uttarakhand is the
source of the most of the important
Rivers of India. It is also known as the
land of all seasons and all reasons but
there is a need to consider the carrying
capacity of the destination while
promoting tourism activities in the state.
He had given some suggestions to
regulate and diversify the tourism

activities in the entire state so that

Chairperson
people can get an equal chance to earn Prof. O. P. S. Negi

their livelihood and not migrate to other Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor
places. Professor O. P. S. Negi, Uttarakhand Open University



Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Uttarakhand Open University, in his presidential address
highlighted how Uttarakhand Open University can work ahead in this area and contribute in
the near future.At the end of the webinar, Dr. Harish Joshi, Nodal Officer, Namami Gange,
Uttarakhand Open University, gave a vote of thanks to all the resource persons and

participants who were connected from different parts of the world.

The webinar was conducted on the Zoom meeting app. The department of tourism had
received more than 600 registrations and more than 200 registered participants had joined the
webinar. The participants had not only joined us from different parts of India but also from
our neighbouring countries including Bangladesh, China, Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan, Thailand,

Philippines etc.
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The Webinar on ‘Cultural Informatics: Special Reference to Uttarakhand’ was
organized by the department of History, School of Social Sciences

The Webinar on ‘Cultural Informatics: Special Reference to Uttarakhand’ was
organized by the department of History, School of Social Sciences, Uttarakhand Open
University on 10" Sept. 2021. The Webinar was organized under the aegis of Namami

Gange Pariyojana.
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Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Uttarakhand Open University, Professor Om Prakash
Singh Negi was the Chief Patron of the webinar; the chairman was Professor Girija Prasad
Pande, Director School of Social Sciences.

Hon’ble vice Chancellor, Soban Singh Jeena University, Almora was the Chief
Guest, The special guests of the webinar were Professor R.P.Bahuguna, Jamia Millia
University, Professor D.P.Saklani, H.N.B.Garhwal Central University, Professor Ajay
Singh Rawat Former Director, School of Social Sciences, Uttarakhand Open University,
Professor Durgesh Pant, Director, School of Computer Science & Information
Technology, Uttarakhand Open University, The organizing Secretary was Dr.
M.M.Joshi, Associate Professor of History, Uttarakhand Open University.
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Dr. Digar Singh Farswan Asse Professor
D, Déinesh Kumar Chaudhary, Assistant Professor
. Mamia Komar, Assistant Professor
Dr. Kalpana Lakhera, Assistant Professor
Dr. Debaki Sirola, Assistant Professor
Dr. Manishs Pant, Assistanl Professor (AC)
Dr. Diinesh kandpal, Assistant Professor (AC)
Mrs. Suman Pilkhwal, Assistant Professor (AC)
Mirs. Bhawana Dhoni, Assistant Professor (AC)
Mr. Haresh Somi, Assistant Professor
M. Islam Ul Hague, Master Tramer (Deaf)
M. Souray Blattacharya, lnstrector (Deafl)
Ms. Annn Gautam, Interpreter
Mis. Midhi Mishra, Intcrpretor
Mr. Sagar Al 151 Intem-Teacher
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2 Two Week FDP Program organized by School of Computer Science & I'T and
Online Program Cell, Uttarakhand Open University in collaboration with
Commonwealth Media Centre for Asia(CEMCA), New Delhi

SWAYAM stands for Study Webs of Active-Learning for Young Aspiring Minds is an Indian Massive Open
Online Course (MOOC) platform. SWAYAM is an initiative launched by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of India under Digital India to give a coordinated stage and free entry to web courses,
covering all advanced education, High School and skill sector courses. As we realized from this COVID 19 pandemic
situation and initiatives of Govt. of India for Online Education, there will be more need-based courses required in
SWAYAM as well as for different institutional platform to provide better learning opportunities for youths. Hence,
the teacher/course developers need to be trained on how to develop online courses in compliance with SWAYAM
standard. The FDP is offered as MOOC, therefore the learner has to flexibility to access the course contents as per
his/her convenience within the specified timeframe.

Participants will be able to:

e Describe the Online Education and SWAYAM at a large.

e  Prepare the proposal for Course development for SWAYAM as per the guidelines and seek funding for new
and repurpose of course.

e Write contents in text format using various resources and Open Educational Resources.
e Deliver contents in the form of video using PPT, animations, illustrations, etc.

e Facilitate the learners through discussion forum.

e Develop assignments and quizzes for learner’s formative and summative assessment.

The inaugural session was conducted on 14" September,
2021 at 11:00 AM through online mode on ZOOM. More
then 80 participants attended the session. Dr. Jeetendra
Pande, Associate Professor Computer Science welcomed
all the participants. Dr. Manas Ranjan Panigrahi, Sr.
Program officer -Education, CEMCA gave an overview of
the program.

It was followed by the speech of Prof. Madhu Parhar- Director, CEMCA said this online course developed by
CEMCA will help the teachers to design the course for SWAYAM portal.

Prof. Durgesh Pant, Director- School of Computer Science & IT, UOU said this program is offered as a MOOC with
an intention to encourage and train the participants on how to develop MOOCs not only for SWAYAM but for
their Institutional LMS also.

Dr. Jeetendra Pande, Course Coordinator of this FDP program delivered the vote of thanks to all the dignitaries
and the participants.

UOU offered 2-week online FDP program from 14-28 September, 2021 through MOODLE platform. Course
materials were designed and developed by Dr. Manas Ranjan Panigrahi, Sr. Program Officer, Commonwealth
Educational Media Centre for Asia, New Delhi and his team from IGNOU, UOU, NSOU. The content includes video



lectures, power point presentation, transcripts, etc were uploaded and placed in the sequential manner and
provided navigation for easy access. Details about the course are given below:

Courses Start Date End Dates No of Topics No of Instructors
Development of 21-06-2021 05-07-2021 17 6 including Dr.
Online Courses for Manas

SWAYAM

Initially, UOU announces the courses details in the University website, Social Media platforms like Facebook,
Linkedin, etc. and invited the participants for registration through google form. After removing the duplicate
entries, total 801 participants registered for the FDP program. To facilitate the registration on the course portal,
the organizers created the login for the participants and the credentials were sent to them along with instruction
through registered email. Out of total 801 participants who registered for the course, 494 participants never
logged in to the portal. So, there were 307 participants who registered for the course and logged in to the course
portal for at least once.

It is evident that out of 801 participants, 409 Gender
(51.1%) were male and 392 (48.9%) were SR
female. This reveals that more male

participants registered in the course as

compared to the female participants.

@ Vale
® Female

After completing all the mandatory requirements for successfully completing the FDP program, 398 participants
downloaded the certificate.
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1. Prof. Renu Prakash, Professor, Sociology Participated in Seven Day national workshop on
HINDI VYAKARAN by Govt. P. G. Collage Someshwar, Almora Date 7 To 13 Sept 2021.

2. Dr. Ashutosh Bhatt, Associate Professor- Computer Science delivered an Expert Talk on “Application of
Machine Learning for Conservation of Cultural Heritage” under the Webinar on ‘Cultural Informatics:
Special Reference to Uttarakhand’ organized by Uttarakhand Open University on Sep 10, 2021.

3. Dr. Ashutosh Bhatt, Associate Professor- Computer Science delivered an Expert Talk on “Informal /Formal
Learning Through SWAYAM” under the Refresher Course in Commerce & Management organized by UGC-
Human Resource Development Centre (UGC-HRDC) Kumaun University, Nainital (Uttarakhand) from 13
September 2021- 27 September 2021.

4. Dr. Ashutosh Bhatt, Associate Professor- Computer Science participated in one day National Webinar on
“Nation Education Policy 2020 and Social Work Profession: with Special Reference to National Council of
Social Work Education Bill 2021” on 31st July 2021 Organized by Uttarakhand Open University & Central
Zone of NCSWE-Uttarakhand Chapter.

5. Dr. Jeetendra Pande, Associate Professor- Computer Science delivered an Expert Talk on “Can Virtual
Reality play an important Role in protecting the Cultural Heritage of Uttarakhand?” under the Webinar on
‘Cultural Informatics: Special Reference to Uttarakhand’ organized by Uttarakhand Open University on
Sep 10, 2021.

6. Dr. Jeetendra Pande, Associate Professor
organized a 2-week FDP program on
“Development of Online Courses for
SWAYAM” from 14-28, September 2021 in
collaboration with CEMCA. The detailed
report is attached.
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